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Knight of the moſt Noble order of 
. the Garter, Captaine of the Ile of 
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moſt honorable Priuy 
Councell.' 


—_— — * 
—_— _ it. DA... M.A... A. A... WW EET TIER” > —_— _ 


—— 


Ti Preſent vnto your Lordſhips view, the 
2 1 odelF of + Sermon, unworthy I confeſſe,. 


erther of theix publike life, or of ſo tranſcen- 
| aent 4 preteiHion ; modeftily framed for the 
TW 4 Pulpit,npt curiouſly adorned for the Preſſe: 
her = —— your Lordſbip may behold Pagan 
and Papal Rome, ſo Muually intertexed and folded vp rn 
one Maſle or Chagas, that you may ſafely pronounce the Hea- 
then City to line tn this they call Chriſtian : Tea,fuech is the 
dependancy , that if thu Iezabel were ſtripped ont of thoſe 
Robes of Paganiſme, ſhe would well-nigh goe naked. 

Many nations were conuertedio Chriſt by the preaching 
of S. Paul. Tet wee finde not ſuch ay honorable attribute gi. 
wen 10 41) of his Anditors, a8 10 thoſe whoare ſaid, To haue 

AA. - recciued 


> - 


The Epiſtle Dedi 


recejued the Wprd with readineſſe, 2nd fo ® ſearched 
the Sceiptur to ſce whetherthe things preached 

by S. —_ were {o or not : Forthey are ftiled by the beſt 
Zend ; 0d 6 And nothing (Sir) hath added, or can 


addemore trutnoblentſſe to alt your other great T; itles of He 
ries the ps wk affections and attions in you to the 
Pore of God, linered by his. Miniſters. 


The dayly enlargement wheteof in your Lordſhip), being” 


Fealonſly coneted by my ſelfe : who ebrnck ſam the weakeſt 
Labourer in Gods V Fineyerd, yer'l haut preſumed humbly to 
offer to your Lordſhip 1hu 7 little cluſter of Grapes gathered 
from thence,and which 1did lately in 4 Serinon deliver 48to 
the Anditory then preſent : which if your Lordſhip will 


wvouchſafe to take into your hands, to bruiſe it 4 little more, 


ard toſee and taſte whether it rung from the true Yine or 
not ::1 ſhall haue good hope that yet a little iuyce may thereby 
flow from thence to refreſh ſome weake ones in the Church of 


Coll 


Fhich being the onely buſineſſe that God hath fet wee de 
bout, by any mcancs to ſauce ſome; Andal 1 haue to ſay to 
Jour Lordſhip at this time: With! my humble acknowledges 
ment of your Lordſhips great fauonrs,and my hearty prayers 
to God 49 encreaſe act] Jour Redle to bis true worſhip : 


I ref " 
WO 
Your Lordſhips moſt 
humbly deuoted, 


Trowas AilzsBYVBY, 
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1. Cor. 10: 19, 20. 


What ſay 1 then ? that the Idol is any thing? Orthat which 


is offered in ſacrifice to Idols is any thing ? 


But I ſay,the thing which the Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice 
 #o Deuils, andnorto God: and 1 would not that you 


ſhould haue fellowſhip with dexils. 


gHenthe Apoſtle Leured at Arbexs, the In- 
/ ſcription ofan Altar was his Therme, the 
> ſaying of a-Poet was his explication. The 
Altar was ſacred vnto the vaknowne God, 
' whoſe influence to all his Creatures was 
made knhowne by the Poet; 13 him we line,moue,and haue 
our being. 

As God is the Efficient, fo is he the finall cauſe to all his 
Creatures, not the leaſt worke that paſſed his hands, but 
he ſtampt perfeRion vpon ir, yet that perfeRion is finite, 
and limited,as hauing a being after a not-being, and a ne- 
ceſlity of ceafing to be, ifthe hand be withdrawne where- 
with it is ſupported, Perfettio ord;nis is communicated to 


mighty 
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| theCreawures, burpeictio Eſentie refiech inthe Ale, 
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(3) 
mighty,and of that the Creature falling infinitely ſkort , 
doth aſpire 8& refle& vpon the infinitely perfeR Creator. 

The iſſuing of the Creatures from the Creator, is like 
roa right line drawne out in length which of all other is 
the weakeſt;neither can it be ſtrengthened but by redoub- 
ling,and ſo becommeth in a manner Circular. The crea- 
ture feares to remoue too farre from the Creator : there- 
fore lookes backe,and makes haſte to returne to thart firſt 
being, for whoſe ſake they are, and haue beene created; 
Man eſpecially like No4ahs Doue finds no reſting bur in 
this Arke,doth center his reſtleſſe motions vpon nothing 
but the Almighries fruition. And thus by nature direed 
to the high Dzity of Heauen,doth preſcribe to himſclfe a 


mcane called Religion , to winne the fauour of that high 


perfection: That ſpeech of Tully preſcribes againſt all A- 


theiſts, There is no Nation ſo barbarous but takes notice of 
heauens Ruler, The Indiettamenta ſtored with diuers Det- 


ties proclaime the Gentiles to beeno Atheifts, yet their 
mv men Error 1n the eretion of many , ſheweth 
their Religion to be waſte. Deum vnum non vnice colunt, 
branching'/out this one God into diucrs fragments of 
Religious Deities. 

InexplicableI ſuppoſe is that which the Apoftle rela- 
reth of the religious knowledge and practice of the Gen- 
| Korn, 1.19, files, 5559255 3% 287 they were nat ignorant of that which 

may be knowne of God. And the reaſon thereof was a 
celcſtiall illumination. God hath manifeſted it vnto thems, 
For without a ſupernall Revelation they could not vn- 
derftad the Idiom ofthe Creatures when they ſpake of 
a Deity : And Saint CAngnſtinetraceth in their writings 
fome footſteps ofthe ſacred Trimitze ; though with ind» 
Pe Civit, Ci5us Yiues, Loquntos eos,potius quam intellexiſſe exiftimo, 
210,23: I ſuppoſe that high ſubieto tranſcend humane capacity. 
Rea2.25. And forthcir practice, T he Gentiles doe the workes of the 
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Lew written in their hearts. For | demand how they did 
thoſe workes. If as Gentiles , 'tis Pelagianiſme, and it as 
Chriſtians, why doth the Apoſtle ſay by nature 2 I bury 
old Clemens, who in 79 geuatiar teacheth that ſauing 
knowledge was couched in Philoſophy, or elſc let the 
great Caſauben candidly interpret him; That ſo Explicit a 
knowledge of our Sautour before the Incarnation, was 
not ſoneceſlarily required,as fince his manifeſtation inthe 
fleſh. | 
Thus we ſce Religion inſerted by Nature, yet without 

Grace but an aberration ; Zadem ſpectummm aitra, Calum 

nobs commune eſt , idens nos involuit mundes, (as he ſpaks 
in Ambroſe) we all ſtand ypon the ſameearth, vnder one 

ccelcftiall Roofe imbreidered with Starres ; Our deſires 

tend to the ſame heaven, yet wee fecke not ro mount by 

the ſame Ladder; rothe Gentiles, Iewes,and Chriſtians 
heauen is the Goale,though the race be divers. The Apo- 

ſtle cenfureth Genti/iſme to be deuiliſh ; 1adaiſme, Super. 

ſtiriqus ; but Chriflianirie Deuorion : this truthto: be im- 

braced,choſe Deuiations to be ſhunned ; What ſay 1 then 

that the 1dol is any thing, &c. Therefore 1 would not you 


ſhould haue fellowſhip with Denils. 


The Apoſtlereturnethto his diſpute begunne Chap. $, +; 
cencerning things ſacrificed to Idols, wherofthoſe Chri- for. TY 


ſtians that did participate, were .a racke and Scandall to 
their conſciences,that our of tendernefſe refuſed to cate 
of the Idol-ſacrifices: here both their reafonsare prody- 
ced : Firſt, for thoſe which abſtained, in regard of that 
wpreorra/Which dependeth betwixt the Religion, and the 
meats ſet apart tothoſe Religious obſcruances, that they 
could not touch theIdol-Hoſts without contraCting ner 
lution from the profane Religion; for enery ſacrifice con- 
fines the'ſuppliant to that excellencywhich thereby is ce 
lebrated ; The bread which we breake, © it not: the Commu- 
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P- 
wion of Chrifts body ? And are not they which eate of theſa- 
crifices, partakers of the Altar So thar by Antitheſis; as 
ſanRitic doth ſtreame from the ſeruice ofthe God of hea- 
uen,mulſt corruption be traduced from the Altar of an In- 
fernall Idol: therefore they abſtained. 

| Other Chriſtians wel knowing an Idoll ro be nothing, 
and by conſequence of no power ro infe&,did eate ofthe 
meat taken from the profane Altars, becauſe the earth was 
theLords,& the fulnes therof.The Apoſtle grants this foun- 
darion to be true.What ſay] then,that an Idol is any thing? 
but ſheweth thatthey built ſtubble thereupon, becauſe in 
ſo cating they gaue offence, and withall addeth, Though' 
the Idol benothing to pollute Gods Creatures ; yet t 


_ endand intent of the Sacrificers was impious, and there- 


fore might well defile the aflociates ; and enioynes a for- 
bearing for perill of Idolatry. 1 would not that you ſhould 
hawe folow ſhip with deuils. 

Aquinas deriues this Text another way. That S. Paal 
did thus determine,in reſpeR of thoſe that were withour, 
The blind Genrites thought all meats vnclean, vnles con-- 


ſecrated atthe Altar,by the rouch whereof the ſuperſtiti. 


ous Icwes thought them defiled; both falſe : for 'an 1dot 
being nothing,had neither vertue to ſanRifie, nor power 


/ to polluteany of Gods Creatures. Thus you ſee the Text 


ingulphed in difficulties, yer with Gods grace , and your 
fauour, I deſpaire not to fadome the depth thereof... 
The SubieR whereof is Gentile Theology: ir begins in an 


. 1d6l, and ends in Dexils, the true obie#, and intent of Pa- 


ganiſme : the one 1dolatrous, the other Dewilifh : And-it 
ſeparates it ſelfe intotwo parts ; the 0bied,and the Sub- 
3c, The 06:ed about which,was art 14s! : the Subiettin' 
which, werethe £4itni,or 1dol-Sacrificers: vpon both of 
which lyeth the Apoſtolicall Cenſure,that the Idoll, and 
the Sacrifice is nothing z but the Sarrificers , and theirin- 

| ceat 


(s) 
tentis dewilliſh, then isthe queſtion vmpierd inthis com- 
onate Concluſion, 1-would not you ſbould hawe fellow- 
ſhip with Dewls. And the former of theſe ſhall I conſider; 
1. Abſolutely, the 14s/,and the Sacrifice, 2, with relation 
to the Apoſtolicall Cenſure, that they are nothing. 
Inthe later,of the'Sacrificers, I ſhall rake theſe fteppes. 
1. Their Adoration of falſe gods, Demonijs immolant, 
they ſacrifice ro Deuils: 2, the derelition of the True 
God, «1d not vnto God : and ſo ſhut.yp in the Apoſtles 
Conclufion : ©1-would not you ſhould, exc. * a2 
- Though the Genzeles at Natures ſchoole had learnt to x;-/,che 
pacific God with 'Relzgios ; yet when they expeRed not 7del, 
further inſtruRions from heauen, they became vainew in gonna; 
their thoughts and changed the glory of the incorruptible_s 
God,into an imaze made like corraptible man. 
The Zafterne Saves had rwo Guides to condut to ' 
Chriſt, humane wiſeteme, they were wiſemes : and hea- 
vens 4iretFion, a Starre chalked out their way to Bethle- 
hem; which no ſooner diſpeared, but put them to ſecke 
their way. God will beſertiedaccording to his owne'di- 
reQions, The Heathen would doc him homage, but ifter- 
' their owne humour, and pourtrait out his Deity by an 
earthly 140. A miſpreſon of the High God firft occafio.' 
ned 7dols. And when Religion yas cit-out according to- 
theirules of fleſh and blood , there was'no'Godthought 
on,excepttheeye could witneſſe it. The Lord wherthee 
gaue the Law inthe Mount , appeared in no- ſhape, left . 
man thereby ſhould take a patterne to delineate his T- 
mage. It was vnconth iniJſrael (ſuch was their breeding- 
in Zgypr)toadore an vaſcene God; therefore they be- | 
came fvitors to-Aarovforan Inſtauration:ofthe Zoyptran' 
gods, Hake ws gods that may goe before vs. When Mart 
fan vainemm'his thovghts, Jaols were not creed ill 
then, and then they were. - T2 DF ples 
wn. B 3 Ang 
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(6) 

And theſe 1dols were of two ſorts. r.Eitherthe repre- 
ſentations of falſe gods : 2, or falle repreſentations of the 
true. The firſt time that we meet with 80s in the Scrip- 

Gea.31.19. ture we finde them in Lebans Family , Rahel thought her 
fathers Teraphim.2 faire portion for her 14c0h, And 'ris 
cleare,thoſe Images wew his Gods, for hee accuſeth his 
Daughter of Sacriledge, Why haſt thou flolne my gods? 

Idol: of The Heathento continue the memory of their decea- 

the firt ſed Worthies, erefted Columnas , & Simulacra to out- 
fort. facethe Iniquitie of aftet-times, that oblirerate and in- 
tombe all rhings in the graue of obliyjon. And at theſe 
Statues did they performe their Anniuerſarie Devotions: 

with ſuch Solemnitie, that the vulgar concetued them' to: 

be morethen men. Whoihad read inthe Romesn: Annals 

the 1»ſta, and exequics ſacred tothe honour of Gomani- 
exs,celebrared Saliari Carmine with an Hymne (if Lypſins 

ſay true) appropriated to the Gods, his Sedes curules,and”? 

Effegies erected inthe Capitall,would not (if an highillu- 
mination ſhould not. checke him ) regiſter him in; his. 
thayghts for a god ; to this purpole their moſt ancient ; 
Columnes, and Altars were confecrated., and bore this 
inſcription Diis Manibus ; and irfuner is derived faith 

In Fulzentii Djophantis of iatuyYre , that isa Species of priefe; and a 

 Ayiboogi.|2te Criticke remembers vs of the like in the Hebrew D4e- 
le, where =>w228 lignifies bath griefe, and 2de/s: And: 

* though the Gentilesare not ignorant, that- their owne 
Apollodorus hath deſcribed the liues,recordedthe deaths, , 
and pointedatthe very Sepulchres of their gods, yer. their 
Commemoratiue Scatues bauc-gained ſuch credit in the 
breſts of the Vulgar, that.their thoughts hauc inrolled: 
themin heauen, ;- whom [they know to. bee purrified in 
earth. Theſe 7d/s are repreſentations of falſe gods. | 
Secondly,the Pagans.cxected falle/maages of the True: 
God. This the Apoſtle toucheth,7-be Genivles , did nod: 


change 


< _ _ tots? —_ 


(7) 


change God into Man, but us bwarduen into the likenefie of 
Man. And how euer the wiſer Heathen were caried a- + 


way with the Streames of the furiqus Vulgar, it is mant- 
feſt they reputed thoſe 7401s, but as Symbols of that high 
Deity they comprehended nor. The Iſraclites infeted 
with the Egyptian aire, and tmbrued with Idolatry , 
learnt no more but to erect Calues in memory of the 
great God. They could not on the ſudden fall off from 
the Lord, ſo lately carechized with his wonders, but 
thoughtto ſet vp Calres to his honour : So runnes the 
Tenor of .A arons Proclamation : To morrow ſhall bee 4 
Feaſt to Iehouah: being wiſer then the Vulgar Idolatrous; 
bur as Idolatrous as the wiſer Heathen, to ſerue God be- 
fore an 1doll. pak 4 

The Papall Rome at this day out-bids the Pagan for 1dols 
of this fort, and ſcornes the old City ſhould exceed the 


new in Pluralitic of I»-ages. She hath forged Images to 


Saints, to Chriſt, and dares appeare by her Champion 
Cardinall Be/l/armine, (though timorouſly I confefle) in 
defence of thoſe Images, that limme our the Sacred Tri- 
nitze. Impudent man to make any compariſon of Goa, 
whereas the Prophet demandetl.in his name , To whom 
will yee compare me ? The Lord did referue himſelfe in the 
Mount that he might nor occafion Idolatry, and fhcken 
the reines of that ſpirituall concupiſcence. S. Avgnſftine 
lib. q.de Crmit. Der,cap.31.reltareth out of Y aro , that the 
ancient Romans for an hundred and feuenty yeares, 
A. Y.C.had no Idol in their Capitall, which cuſtome had 
it ftill continued Caftivs Dj obſeruarentsr, our deuotions 
had beene celebrated with greater Chaſtitic , prudenter 
exiſtimans ſaith that indicious Father , Deos poſſe in fpomu- 
lacrorum floliditate contemni,That the Deity would grow 
into contempt , it figured by an Idol : Thus mach for the 
firſt. branch, the 1d. Remouc your attention to irs 
WY ens idul- 
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(s) 
Idol-ſacrifice : which is the next in order. 
Serefices I omit their Hymns, Inuocations, &c. wherein con« 
ſiſted their profane ſeruice,though asgrofle as their 1do/s, 
| No Gods would downe with the Heathen, bur thoſe be- 
| fore their eyes ;no ſupplications could pierce the clouds, 
| and have the hearing,except they ſpeake out, Cry aloud, 
faid Elias, in a holy derifion tothe Prieſts of Baal, which 
mwwaeyle is perſtringed by our Sauiour: Yſe no vaine repe+ 
titions as the Heathen who thinke to be heard for their much 
babling. 
As Nature did prompt Religion,fo hath ſhe taught to 
ſolemnize it with Sacrefice. The firſt paire of Brethren 
Cain and Abel.thoughnot both good; yet both wereſa. 
chryoft. crificers, Yierg; conſcientie ſue magiſterto, -- Intimation 
from the Conſcience. And fſceing all ble 
downe from heauen to vs, 'tis moſt reaſonable to refle& 
vpon God the fountaine by ſacrifice: And as the beames of 
his bleſsings fall, ſuch is the refleion. Good Nacob had 
Gen:t7, for his ſhare in his fathers blelsing, the dew of Heauen,and 
39 thefatnefie of the earth, Profane Eſau, the fatneſſe of the 
 earth,and the dew of Heauen : Vide firuituram benedittio- 
xis, ſaith Chryſoſtome : Marke how theſe bleſsings were 
compattcd, 1aceb had the dew of heauen ſeconded with 
the fatzes of the carth, which in Eſa»s bleſsing is poſt-po. 
ſed. Andſuch is the returne , Abe! immolares with a 
free heart,Cain with murmuring : therefore reſpexit Do- 
minus 44 Abel & time muxers ; the Lord loued the fruit 
for the tree that bare theme 
The Church of Rome hath made bold to turne ouer all 
the reſt of Gods worſhip to the Saints his ſcruants , but 
hath reſerued ſacrifice to the Higheſt;and did never as yet 


per in their eares,and tell them that ſacrifice is an Embleme 
ofa Deity. Themen of Lyf:4no ſooner ſuppoſed oy 


ings ſtreame 


make a breach thereupon, leſt the Heathen ſhould whiſe 


(9) 
and 34rn4bas to bee Gods, but Iupiters Prieſts (hall wel. 


come them with ſacrifice, And with this ſolemnitic was | 


the God of Heauen truely honoured, till all Sacrifices de- 


termined inthat great one of our Sauior vpon the Crofle, 


Superſtition is the Canker of Religion, and as Relicion 
is not faith, but a proteſtation thereof : ſo Superſtition is 
not, but a proteſtation of Infidclitie ; Religion ſcarce euer 
exiſted withoutthis bane,and hathno ſooner ſeized vpon 
a heart, but Superſtition knocketh atthe doore, and calls 
for admittance. The Holy Ghoſt hath lett it doubtfull, 
Ger. 4. Com.20, If men did call, orprofane in calling on 


the Name of the Lord ; the Hebrew Spy of bby will 


beare both ſignifications. And whether reading is to bee 
imbraced, they beganne to call,or profane in calling, let our 


Criticks ſee that. 
The Gentile-T heologie was three-fold., 1, Phyſicals : 


2, Fabularis.3 and Cinils: The firſt was read in ſchooles, 


and that had in it ſome notions of the True God : the ſe- 
cond was repreſented on Theaters, . the Seges and matter 
of Poetry : the third had religious adoration in the Texe 


ples ; which Adoration was two-fold, internall, and exe 


ternall, The firſt was the a of ſacrificing preſcribed by 
nature: the ſecond the manner of the ſacrifices indicted by 
man. And hence it came to paſſe, that as all Nations a- 
orecdin Sacrifice, ſo did they difſent inthe manner ; an 
Oxe was ſacred to 0ſyri, an Eagle vnto Inpiter,a Porket to 
Ceres, the Phenix to Apollo,a Peacock to Iuno,erc. 

I conceale their Groucs,high-places,and coſtly appara- 
tus, of which the Scripture is full, all dedicated to 1do/- 
deuotion. The fury of their Prieſts, neither in ſparing 


themlclues from lancing, 8 ſcourging;nor their children 


from ſending them vp in ſmoake,o thoſe helliſh Deities, 

Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum, 
Better it were to liue as beaſts, 242 Devs tam impios,pro- 
C EE fanss, 


(to) 

fans, & ſanguinarios colere zthen to profirate themſelues 
as Vaſſals to ſuch blood-ſucking Gods, Know you Hea- 
then, that the God of mercy delightsnot in effufton of 
blood.ls it poſsible that murder ſhould become pietyzor 
can you not be faithfull, except you be ynnaturall 2 I will 
not load your patience further with their trifles, and had 
here ſtepped to the third part, had not Rome called me to 
a conſideration of her Helen the ſacrifice of the Maſe , 
neither is it ſtrange , that in this Text to finde a ſhelter, 
which may be reduced to no other head then 7ds/s, and 
their Sacrifices, We enuy not Bellarmine this proofe, but 
ſinile to ſee the Popiſh Mafle warranted from Pagan Ido- 
latry. It was for want of better furniture, when he implo- 
red 2ide of this place. 
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Eſte boni, Duoniam ſnpers averſa volunias. 


The Ieſuite will fetch his dotrine from Mell, if Hea- 
 yenoppole it. 

The bleſſed Sacrament of the Euchariſt wee deny not 
to be a Sacrifice, but onely Commemoratine, with the Ma. 
ſter of the Sentences. And ſay with Cyprian, Chrift is 
offered, Ingiter in myſterium, ſemclin pretiuns , dayly in 
a myſtery, once in price and propitiation for our finnes. 
And we take that ample confeſs1on which the Cardinall 
giues vs. Saint Thomas and the Schoolemen,were ſs intent 
on the bloody ſacrifice of the Croſſe, that they ſeldome men- 
tioned that propitiatory one inthe Maſſe, but relatinely 
as it reflected on the other , but wee diſauow that abo- 
mination which defeateth the merits of our Sauji- 
ours. paſSion ;. and dilanulleth the benefir of our Re- 
demprion, 

Thus farre goe the 140! , and the ſacrifice , _ 
- # WHC 
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| which che Apoſtle cenſureth fornaught, that's the thir] 
thing. Miſtake me nor, that I ſay 4» 1do/ 5s any thing ; 
1 for wee know that an 1dol is nothing, and that in three 
| reſpects. © | 

| Firſt, becauſe of no forme, their Images were ima- 
'  ginations of their owne fancie, their pictures Chyme- 
74's, and hadno ground in Nature. The Rabb:ns ſay, 
| that Dagos the preat rutclary Idol of the Philiſtims , 
bore in ſhape halfe a Fiſh, and halfe a Man. So God gaue 
the matter, but folly inuented the forme. A Similitude 
is ret exiſtentss, the likenefle of athing that is, an 1dvlis 
0x ents, that reſemblerh nothing: both prohibited in the 
Decalogue ; Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſclfe any grauen 1- 
maze, nor thettkeneſſe of any thing. | 

| Secondly, the Schoolemen obſerue in an 1do/, atwo- 
' fold compoſition. Firſt , forme artis ad materiam. Se- 
| _ condly, Dininitatis 4d artificiam. The firſt is the cx- 
ternall ſhape of the materials ; the ſecond is the fition 
of a Deity co that 1dol.In the former ſenſe an dv! is ſom- 
thing ; in the later it is nothing. 
| . , Thirdly, nothing inthe Gentiles eſtimate; for though 
| they yeelded to the vulgar in pradtiſe ; yer the learned 
| attributed ſmall Deity to them , elſe how durſt Lacian 
| Aourat their religious obſeruances, 24 Religios dicendes 
| eſt ? ( ſaith Lactanting, ) que adoratur in pc lad 
| nurinTheatris? WharReligion may that bee which is a- 
| . doredinthe Temples, and flouted at in Theaters ? The 
| Principles in Paganiſme arc by themſclues mutually de- 
| ftroyed: How could 1piter be hominam ſator atg, Deo- 
| rum, that had Satwrne to hisfather 2 Alſo their Gods were 
not onely conſpicuous for their Vertues, but infamous 
fortheir Vices. /zpiter was an Adulterer , Mercury , a 
thiefe 3 Yenue a wanton ; uirinusa murderer, Flora a 


Curtizan. Now,qus eft tamexcors, qui hunc.in celo reg- Lintuniin 
C3 = mare 
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ure putet, qui nt in terra quidems debuit > What folly is it. 


toadmit them for Rulers in Heaven , who are not wor. 
thy toliue ypon this earth? And the praQtice of their Re- 
ligion was as vicious ; the ſame LMantivs relareth of the 


| Lacedemonians.,the deuouter Heathen , who vpon a foule 


occaſion (which modeſty filenceth ) dedicated an Altar 
ro Armata Yenw. Holy Scripture doth intimate the fovle 
practice of the Moabites to Baal-Peor (which was Idoluns 
turpitudinis; ſo Origen: or Priapms,as Hierome ſuppoſerh) 
and that?ſ7ael was conſpurcared by being their Affociates 
who committed whoredome with the Daughters of Moab, 
and conpled himelfe to Baal-Ptor, Some gods tound deuo- 
tion, ve noceant, that they mightnor bee preiudiciall to 
them; of which ſort were Rhammuſia, Rubigo, Febru,Tem- 
peſtas,and mala Fortuna,all which foundentertainment in 
Pagan-Rome. Yet every trifle was recorded for a God. 
Gluttony is Idolatry ſaith the Apoſtle ; and the Heathen 
did praiſe it in adoring the very Ouen. 2 us 191 rideat 
Fornacem Deam ? ſaith Lafantiue. But who may ab- 
ſtaine from laughter to heare of Deamuta ? tiled Lara, 
and Larunda, Quid preſlare colenti poteſt,que loqui non po- 
ze# ? Beſforted Heathen,thns to put rheniſelues vader the 
protefionofa dumbe Goddeſſezhath ſhe a hand to proteR, 
that wants a-tongue for diretion? Add hereunto the ab. 
ſtrat Yertues and Yices , which with them found Altar- 
roome : Hence were thoſe Faxa creed to Yidoria, 
Contumelia, and Impudentia, Phylicke made «£ſculapins 
a God , and Valour, Marsanother; every Art deitying the 
Inventor, as if fuch honour were due to cuery Inuention. 
Nonne Milites, & Medici egregit declarant ipſos Deos non 
eſſe Deos ? ſaith Cyril vnto T«lian. Men on carth dare 
contend with the gods in heauen for excellency in Phy 
ficke, and warfare, which ſhew your gods to be no gods: 


yea, they. haue not onely madegoas of eminent men ; but 
of 
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Of the baſeſt Creatures, as Allium, Cepe, &c, perſtringed 
by him in $74tixs. | 

Vilia Cur magnos equent animalia Dios ? 

By all which it appeareth, there was no daintineſſe in 
the Gentile Religion: that they reputed their gods to bee 
trifles, and Idols nothing. 

Here muſt I vindicate our Diuines from the Calumnics 
of the 1eſuite;who for affirming the Gentrles not to reckon 
of their 1dols as gods, but to adore them in an1dol,are falſe 


ly charged with lying by the Cardiniall. Indeed this tou- 


cheth the quicke , and remoucth all differences betwixt 
popiſh 1»ages, and Pagan 4o!s. Holy Auguſtine in Pſalm, 
96. brings in the popith Pagan obieRion ; We adore not 
the Idol, faidthe Heathen, but the inuiſible Numen there 
preſent ; yet 1dola non colunt, ſed colunt D emonia , ( faith 
the Father) you worſhip not 1dels, yet Denils. And fo am 
I rranſported to the ſecond generall branch of my Text: 
viz. the Sacrificers and their i»tention. But that which the 


Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Dexils,. 


T he ſecond Part; 

He Idolatry confilted not in the Sacrifice, and 1dol , 

but in the deordinate intent of the Sacrificers, The 
Will is the ſubieR and foundation of Tuſtice,or finne; and 
25 it euertenderth to re end, ſo from thence it traducerh 
either good, or cuill. Moſes numbred the people with 
thankesz Dawid with heauens difpleaſure. The a offen- 
derth nor, but the miſ-affetion. Indifferent ations receive 
theirlife or bane from the #ntention of the agent. S. /u- 
guftine obſerueth,that Zachary the Prieſt, and the bleſſed 
Virgin queſtioned alike of the like ſubiet z How ſhall 1 
know thu ? ſaid the Prieſt, How ſhall this bee? replyedthe 
Virgin. $: werba attendamm,haud ambo crediderunt': the 
words in both gaue the like ſound: Sed Dewspoteſt & cords 
C 3 int6r- 


| 
a 
| 
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interrogare ; they ſtreamed not from the ſame fountaine: 
Miſtruſt of the fa# had ſeized vpon the heart of the 
Prieſt , whereas the bleſſed Virgin belecues the fa, but 
defiretha further reſolution of the wawrer : the endisthe 
touchſtone of our doings ; the intention qualifieth, and 
interprets them. The Patriarks before the Law offered 
ſacrifice, as did the Gentiles , the prafticke Religion was 
alike, bur the ſcope was diuers ; they directed their ſacri- 
fice to the True God:theſe to deuils, 

Sinne is a privation; bur euery priuation is not meerely 
a non ens: yea Aquinas diſputeth,if finne may be ſaid to be 
a habite: and reſolneth,that it may; like ficknefſe where 
there is a prination of health, and an cuill diſpoſition of 
the humors, ſo in finne there is a want of ReRtirude, and 
an inordinatedifpoſition of the affeRions to cuill, Bee it 
then,thatthe 1do/ and Sacrifice be a priuation , yet the in- 
tent of the Gemriles was ſer vpon Idolatry,indoing deuo- 
tion vnto dexzls. 

Firſt,they did ſacrifice to Dewils : for what elſe were all 
their Heathen Deztiesgbut dewils,with change of appellati. 
ons ; the ſlyneſſe of the evil Spirit,deluding thoſe miſera. 
ble Clients. 

There are two opinions ofthe Gentiles. Firſt, of Hermes 

T riſmegiſtus,that the 1dols were as bodies, & the Demons 
_ 85 ſoules to informe them : the re#ſon of this conieture 
was,becauſe the D-uils did confine themſclues to particu- 
lar Statues,as at Delphos,&rc. The godof Eckron was vp in 
Ahaztahs time, which made him ſend Ambaſſadors to 
_ conſult with that 1d4o/-Baalebub(whom the learned con- 
icure to be Iupiter Belas) either for cure, or for intelli- 
gence ; that King was the firſt that brought his Oracle in 
requeſt,or that paid him the tribute of deuotion. But vp- 
on the apparition of our Lord inthe fleſh, they were for- 
cedfromtheir Altars, & diſpollcfſed of thoſe habitations. 
#2, The 
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Bis Th#ſecond is of Platoand the Hcademicks, who as S. 
- Avenſtine mentioneth, 1.8. de Cinit.Dei,c. 14, ranked his 
c gods intothree ſquadrons,Deos, Demones,and Heroas,and' 
C aſsigned them three places to reſide inz Heaven, the aire, 
d | . andearth. And thoſe Demos he fainedto be made vp of 
d | Aa middlenaturebetwixt the Gods, and men,and deſcribes 
' them tobe animalia, in animo paſſina , mente rationalia, 
| corporeatria,ey tempore eterna ; and ſo makes them ſhare 
| of cuery eſlence;as lining creatures, common to beaſts, as 
J | indowed withvnderſtanding,and ſubic to 'paſsion, like 
ynto men;as immortal, reſembling his gods ; but as con- 


. 

5 

e 
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TC } fiſtingofanacriallbody, proper to themſclues, 
Þ And as the ſame Father witneſleth,cap. 18. hee placed 
d | themasMediators, betwixt the greater gods and mankind, 
t | wt ad Deos perferant preces hominum , to conuey the 
I- | prayersofmento the god, and to giue anſwers to them 
- | againc. Rowe, ſee from whence thy doctrine of Saints 


mediation ts traduced. Firſt, hatched in the Schoole of 
bh | Paganiſme, next, ſet on foot by thy Diſciples. But, 0 
it | amultum dolenda neceſiitas, & deteſtanda vanitas, ne ſit wa- 
d- | 74 Diuinitas, as the B. Father burſteth our in cap.21.WE 
| deteſtthe vanity of that doctrine , which makes a vaine 
Divinity. How euer the Heathen agreed in their deuoti= 
on. They ſacrificed not to the True God, So goeth the 
Text. They ſacrificed 80 Denils,and not wnto G s; 

Which wordsare an Hebraiſme , like that of the Pro- 
phet to EFekiah : T how fhalt dye, and not line. Andareflc- 
Rion of that in Moſes prayer, Dent. 32. Com. 17. Yet in 
adoring dewils , by conſequent they loſt the Almighty, 
The God of Heauen isthen neglected, and bid ftand a-- 
ſide, when the heart ſhall but complement 'withan Infer- 
nall Riuall, 

Bur this conſequent ſheweth that Religion admits of 
no Ambt-dexters, and halters betwixt two ms” <= 


_ 
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God is icalous, and diſdaines aRiuall in his ſeruice, and 
taketh the ereion of another God, an affront vnto his 
Maieſty, Dagon ſhall fall atthe preſence of the Arke, 1116 
ſolt ſerutes, replyed our Sauiour to the Deuill , when hee 
was a ſuiter to be worſhipfull, wee may not retaine two 
Maſters, nor weare any other Linery befides our Gods. 
In vaine was that plea of Symachus in CHmbroſe.that God 
is infinite; therefore may all wayes of worſhip bee per- 
mitted : for vn0 itinere non poteſt perveniri ad tam grande 
ſecretum, there may be morc wayes to that great myſtery 
then one. Butas Chriſt is the Life,ſois he the Way, Na- 
dab and Abihu were turned into aſhes,for offering trange 

re before the Lord . Man may not preſcribe a lawto the 
Almighty,but expeRit from him. 

1 will deſtroy thoſe that ſweare by God and Melchom, faith 
the Prophet Zephan. 1.4. Hearethis,ye Atheiſts,that haue 
the Art to comply and keepe-in with all religions; yet not 
ſo touched with any,but can put it off ypon occaſion. Ir- 
reſolute men that dare laugh God in the'face, and deeme 
it weakeneſle to belecue, wiſedome to profeſſe, any Re- 
ligion, 

Al Morall vertues are compriſed in an vniuerſall Ty- 
ſtice,and all religious Theology ſhuts-vp in one Yerity : and 
that ſolid and entire ack aac norupture, As he 
that breaketh one precept,is guilty of all : ſo theletting 


in of one herefie cuerteth the whole truth. Iuſtly there. © 


fore doth the Apoſtle cut offall affociation with Idolge 
ters.1 wonld not that you ſhould haue fellowſhip with Denils, 

Hitherto my diſcourſe hath becn Sexticernm:lneedno 
other Apology to the ſame,then that the Apoſtle premi- 
ſeth: Sapicntibus loguor, &s. I ſpeake to thoſethat are wiſe, 
Indge ye what 1 ſay. And ſhall cloſe with the Apoſtles 


concluſion, 1 would u9t,0+c. 


The 
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MI The Concluſion. | 
. Thereisa three-fold fociery with-Deuils. Firſt, ſpiritu- 
all ; when we hawe no fellowſhip withthe wnfruitfall works 
of darkneſſe. So Chriſt tels the Iewes, 104. 8. when they 
conſpired with Satan to aftthe workes of darkneſle, Tor 
are of your father the Denill, And in that cruprion of the 
Prodigall ſonne from his Father: he clane ro a man of that 
Conntry. The ſecond is penall,in that fearfull ſentence to 
paſſe vpon the wicked ; Goe ye curſed, cc. With the Denill 
and bs Angels. | 

The third facramemall, and here intended which is 
combined by the practiſe of a helliſh Religion. No bonds 
to thoſe which Religion knits : Forgine the treſpaſſe of the 


ſeruants of thy fathers God,ſaid the Patriarks to their bro- 


ther Joſeph. What a Petition for pardon was that £ They 
ſay nor, the ſonnes of thy father , but the ſeruants of thy fa- 
thers God, How much ftronger are the cords of Religion, 
then thoſe of nature,which in it ſelf is a formal difference 


from Atheiſts. Chriſt pairi omnes Genites 14 Cructs titulp Hieton 


dedicanit ; Chriſtianitic dedicates her Profcſſors to hea- 

uen ; whereas Idolatry chaines hers with Deuils. 
Itcarieth with it a ſpeejall Emphaſis, that Iſrael coupled 

himſclfe with Baal-Peor : this wicked fleſh courteth: no- 


thing ſo much,as this ſpirituall fornication ; Proclinis tft ric. 


malorum imitatio,eft quorum virtutes aſſequi nequeas, cito 
:w114ris vitia: Our nature is like Iett, which omitting 
pond filuer, & ſuch precious obiets, licks vp nothing 
tſtraw,and duſt. Infidelitie ſpreads her pleaſing nets 
toinchant, Chriſtianity makes ſhew of nothing but the 
Croſle. Truth is ſolid,} and hates all ſuperficiall ploſles, 
whereas Error is crafty, and with her painted deluſions, 
oft-times robs Truth of probability. The 1ez4bel of Rowe 
ſets out her ſelfe to ſale in a moſt tempting faſhion, 
whereas the Spouſe of Chriſt comes forth clad in the 
D Robes 


(r$) 
Robes of modefſtie 3g am blacke , but comely , Negra 
forks , formoſa intus, Agra veſtro, formoſe divine, Ance- 
licog, confpetts ; ſaith mellifuous Bernard.” '  : 

» - *Tisnorſafe toiinfift ypon the borders of euils. Dinah 
in curioſicie went ont to ſee themaids of that Countrey : 
0tioſe ſpeitat, fed non Otioſe fpettatur , farre was it from 
herro thinke that ſuch curioſitic ſhould forfeit her Cha- 
ſitie,and that ſhut vpin ſo fearfull a Tragedy.Our Gran- 
dam Ene expreſt more then an inclination to fall , in that 
ſhee prefumed to hold chat with the Serpent. Petey the 
Champion of our Lord (whoſe ſword was out in his Ma- 
ſters quirrell ) is ſo infeatcd with the aire of the High 
Prieſts. Hall, that he throwes downe his Liuery,and there 
denies him;and as he warmed at the fire, ſo did he cooke 

-in deuotion to his Maſter. 

But moſt dangerous it is to come within the ſmell of 
falſe Religion. Teriu{tan inhis booke de Corona Militis, 
cuts off all appearance of fellowſhip with Idolatry,innot 
permitting Chriſtian ſouldiers to weare a Laurel, be. 
cauſe the Heathen Y i#Fms were encircled with fuch gar- 
lands. The Apoſtle (faith he) magni divortium mandat 4b 
I1dololatria, inioynes a diuorcement from Idolarry. And 
Saint 10hn, fly from 1dols, not from Idolatry,but 1dols that 
may occaſion it etiam Draco terrenys de longinquo non 
minus ſpiritu abſorbet alites; The Babylonian Dragon will 

row, infeQ with his breath afarre off, Now neceſſe habes awrum 

in luto querere, ſaith Hicrome, No needto rake the Jung- 
forgold. Will any except mad-men, runne into- a houſe 
infeed to rifle fora rich ſuit? or dip his hand intoa fiery 
Crucible to pull out gold ? or hazardhis foule for ac- 
quaintance with all Religions 2 and damne himſelfe in a 
vaine Curioſitie £ How. many for all this dare breathe in 
ltalianatedaire,and touch the very pomell of the Chaire 
of peſtilencc.. Hee that will be ſafe fromthe aR of cuill , 
mu 


Tertallian, 


\ 


(19) 
muſt wiſely prevent the occaſions. 

Some indeed by a ſpirituall Antiperiſiaſss have thrived 
in Religion, by being inuironed with hereſie, and infide- 
liticz buttheſe men are preſtdents for wonder more then 
imitation ; and their paths are nor for ordinary treadings. 
Will any aducnture vpon the mercy of Lyons, becauſe 
Daniel in the den found a guard 2 or commit himſelfe to 
a flaming furnace, becauſe the three children eſcaped 
ſcorching? 'Tis mercy aboue expeRation, to deliuer that 
man, who willingly caſts himſelfe into the mouth of a 
temptation. 

Let vs therefore be fearfull to blend Religion and he- 
reſie togerher. The Iewes might not plow with an Oxe 
andan Aſſe in the ſame yoake. The Church of Galatis 
might not indure the copartnerſhip of the Tewiſh Cere- 
monies, the fulneſſe of time was their diminution, If As« 
ſes & Chriſt might not ſtand together, much leſſe Chrift 
and Belial ; the Lords Table, and the Altar of Deuils. Let 
vs be vnited with opr ſclues,and bequeath oppoſitions to 
Rome: Pray for thepeace of leruſalem, O let themproſper 
that lone her. Follow after peace( O 1/raclites of God) and 
make not the enemy happy with your ciuill difſentions ; 
our diſcord is their muftcke ; and our ruine would bee 
their glory : learne todefie Rome, and Hell. Come nor. 
within the pale or ſent of her Idolatry. And be euer zea 
lous for that Religion , whereof Truth is the Circumfe- 

rence, and Chriſt leſusthe Center, that you may liuc 
in histruth,dye in his fauour, andreigne 

with him in his glory; which 
God grant, &c. 


FINIGS. 


